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President’s Note
—Ben Kirkup 

moyaonepresident@gmail.com

In recent discussions within the Moyaone, each of several com-
munity conflicts have been framed in terms of one person acting in 
a way disapproved of by many. Proposed and even partially imple-
mented approaches to each conflict have included ostracization, 
mass confrontation, mass denunciation, mockery, and shaming. 
Each strategy is both pragmatic and normative, reflecting differ-
ent assumptions about what can and should be done. The overall 
goal of each course of action is framed by its advocates as both a 
purification of the community and a defense of communal identity.

The framing of each conflict in terms of one vs. the many is con-
venient for the various advocates of the “many” because it presents 
an image of some individual’s behavior being deemed universally 
unacceptable, that individual having no claim to legitimacy. Yet, 
individuals have never been quite as isolated as the many would 
claim. The isolation is to varying degrees hoped for, imagined, 
and promoted into a self-fulfilling prophecy. It denies standing 
in the community; and claims a total emotional distance between 
that person and all others, even though each neighbor deserves 
a baseline of “community” understanding from all those others.

The various strategies to resolve the conflict differ in part on the 
implicit “action officer.” They can be categorized into two: either 
the raw power of the mob is invoked, or, action is delegated to 
the coercive force of the state. Regardless, the targeted neighbor’s 
resistance is deemed intolerable. The expected response of the 
disapproved person is either to accept the judgement, or else to 
be further declared a menace, ongoing.

Alternatives to these approaches are desirable, difficult to 
find, and subject to censure—siding with the enemy, after all, is 
a classic offense. The most prevalent option in the Moyaone is a 
form of behaviorism, in which behaviors are judged “desirable” 
or “undesirable” and can be individually discouraged or encour-
aged, though desirable and undesirable behaviors can flow from 
the same individual even at the same time. Behaviorism rests on 

the foundation that disapproval need not blanket the entire person, 
but rather should target their actions, noting that each person who 
is part of the community has something to offer.

Behaviorism can be seen as an improved approach that offers 
the individual more respect and personhood than exile, because 
it treats the individual as deserving to be conditioned, capable of 
positive behaviors. It is also attractive when exiling the targeted 
individual is impractical and the threat of escalation has been raised 
to the point that conflict is actually feared by individual members 
of the larger group. Yet behaviorism falls short of fully embrac-
ing peer personhood of its object in not accounting for whether 
persons who are currently facing disapproval have some legitimate 
claim to membership in the community; and if so, whether there 
is an expectation that each person in the community should have 
a voice—in such as the Moyaone.

The distance sought by the other methods also hinder the hopeful 
spiral of behavioralism from fewer good behaviors to more good 
behaviors. In fact, the methods and the attitudes behind them are 
functionally antagonistic. Behaviorism is made more difficult 
when there are no good behaviors known of, or sought out, to be 
nurtured. The fact that none are known indicates not the qualities 
of the person, but instead the biases of the observers. An indication 
of self-bias in the majority should raise serious concerns; because 
this manner of judgement is not linear, but rather shows network 
effects with feedback and self-reinforcing dynamics—and so the 
magnitude of the bias of the “many” can be difficult to accurately 
self-perceive.

The challenge of finding and implementing an approach to 
major conflicts and seriously broken relationships in the com-
munity, which addresses risks and hazards, satisfies justice, and 
does not dehumanize those involved—is a classic, and to many 
minds, unsolvable, problem. In the meanwhile, awareness of the 
benefits of grace, and of letting justice be objectively determined 
and doled out (let authorities wield the stick; let neighbors share 
the carrots), is the first step towards adjusting our own behaviors 
and, ironically, changing expectations about how present situa-
tions are handled.
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A Letter to the Moyaone Community
My name is Joshua Kauffman and I am a neighbor of the 

Moyaone Community at 2114 Marshall Hall Road. My property 
is also part of the Mount Vernon Viewshed and protected by a 
conservation easement. I am writing about the proposed Dominion 
Cove Point Natural Gas Compressor at 6855 Barrys Hill Road. 
This is a very large compressor (larger than any similar facility in 
New York) and Dominion plans to clear-cut several acres to make 
way for two turbine engines putting out 24,000 horsepower. The 
pollution emitted by this facility will be harmful to public health, 
and have a negative impact on property and conservation value.

The majority of gas pumped from this facility will go to Lusby 
for export and Dominion is alleging a public need for the facility 
when none has been proven to exist. When I attended the View 
shed Event on April 30 this year, I was told that Dominion had an 
agreement with Mount Vernon to reduce the height of the exhaust 
stacks at the station, which are currently planned to be 50 feet tall. 
This would cause us to be exposed to a higher concentration of 
pollution. Charles County is having a series of public hearings 
regarding a Special Exception Permit for Dominion; the final 
one will be on December 12. Please write to the Charles County 
Board of Appeals c/o Carrol Everett, 200 Baltimore St., La Plata 
MD 20640 or via email: EverettC@charlescountymd.gov and go 
on the record opposing this project. Thank you and please contact 
me with any questions: joshkk33@gmail.com.

Very respectfully, Joshua Kauffman

Christine and Jamie Kucab
joyfully welcome

Elliott “Lottie” Anne Kucab
October 3, 2017
8 lb 2 oz  •  19 in

!  !!
Save the Date 

5th Annual  Moyaone  Thanksgiving  Day 5K Turkey Trot 
November 23, 2017 

8:30 a.m. (sharp) 
Meet at the Wagner Center 

Walk or run with your neighbors, friends, guests, dogs 
Join us for a cup of apple cider before heading home! 

!
!
!

Save the Date
5th Annual Moyaone Thanksgiving Day 

5K Turkey Trot
Thursday, Nov. 23, 2017 

8:30 am (sharp)

Meet at the Wagner Center, 2311 Bryan Point Rd. 
Walk or run with your neighbors, friends, guests, dogs; 
join us for a cup of apple cider before heading home!

Moyaone Association Meetings
Moyaone Association Board Meeting,  
Wed., Nov. 15, 7 pm
Moyaone Association Budget Meeting,  
Sun., Dec. 10, 4 pm; registration at 3:30 pm.
Both meetings will be held at the Wagner Community 
Center, 2311 Bryan Point Rd., Accokeek
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Open House at Alice Ferguson Foundation
Celebrate the Holiday Season with Us

Varya Zhigilei, Communications and Marketing Manager 
This year’s Annual Holiday Open House will take place 

4:00–6:00 pm on Sunday, December 3 at the Alice Ferguson Foun-
dation historic farmhouse, 2001 Bryan Point Rd. Join neighbors 
and friends at the farm for good company, holiday cheer, and a 
selection of holiday favorites. Please RSVP to specialevents@
fergusonfoundation.org

We look forward to again sharing this special annual event 
with you!

Winter’s Eve at National Colonial Farm
Deanna Rishell, Visitor Outreach Coordinator 

Accokeek Foundation at Piscataway Park

Sat., Dec. 9, 4:00–8:00 pm
Winter’s Eve is one of the most popular events held at the Na-

tional Colonial Farm, 3400 Bryan Point Rd., Accokeek, each year. 
Guests will enjoy a special evening as we deck the farm for the 
holidays—colonial style! Enjoy the simplicity of the holiday season:

•Hand-craft earth-friendly gifts for someone special
•Experience an 18th century farm by candlelight
•Enjoy music and entertainment
•Decorate your own wreath using farm-fresh greenery
•Browse the Gift Shop for locally made treasures
•Sip hot cocoa and warm cider
For more information, see: accokeekfoundation.org

November 17 Concert  
at Wagner Community Center
Friday, Nov. 17, 8:00–10:00 pm. Wagner Community Center, 
2311 Bryan Point Rd., Accokeek. Admission: $15 at the door

On Friday, November 17 at 8:00 pm, there will be a special 
evening of music at the Moyaone’s Wagner Community Center 
by renowned artists John Cocuzzi (keyboards) and Kristy Cocuzzi 
(vocals), with Steve Wolf (bass) and Barry Hart (percussion).

This will be one of only three special shows in the DC/Baltimore 
area during their East Coast tour. John was a former Accokeek 
resident with roots and many friends in the area, so he and Kristy 
are excited to bring their music back home to us. You really don’t 
want to miss this one.

They will be backed by regional favorites Steve Wolf on bass, 
and Barry Hart on drums. Both are veterans of countless all-star 
line-ups on both the regional and international level, and together 
they remain one of the mid-Atlantic’s finest rhythm sections.

Since moving to California from the Washington DC area, 
John Cocuzzi’s dynamic keyboard work has taken him to major 
engagements and festivals throughout the USA, Canada and Eu-
rope. An intuitive performer, John possesses a musical fire that 
ignites a crowd as he tells his story through high-energy, spirited 
solos that often elicit standing ovations. He swings in any genre, 
be it classic jazz and blues, big band and Latin. Cocuzzi’s piano 
work is influenced by Jelly Roll Morton, Thomas “Fats” Waller, 
Mead “LUX” Lewis, Professor Longhair, Nat “King” Cole, James 
Booker, and Erroll Garner.

While he was still a DC area resident, John performed at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, the Smithsonian’s 
IMAX Jazz Café, the Corcoran Gallery, and Blues Alley. He has 
also performed at New York’s Lincoln Center, the Joseph Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall in Baltimore, Snug Harbor and the Palm Court 
Jazz Café in New Orleans, Catalina Jazz Club in Hollywood, and 
Marian’s Jazz Room in Bern, Switzerland. 

Performing along with John will be his wife, Kristy Cocuzzi. 
Kristy is known not only for her vocal prowess, but she also plays 
wonderful clarinet and sax, and knows big band styles like no 
other. Together they bring sixty years of youthful enthusiasm and 
experience to the table!

For concert information contact: Lynn Hollyfield at lynn@
lynnhollyfield.com or Steve Wolf at swingspeak@swingspeak.
com.
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Sensitive, Nature-loving Couple  
Seek Home in Moyaone Reserve

We seek a home in a rural, forested setting to provide us 
with privacy, seclusion, peace of mind, and natural beauty. 
As one of us works in the DC area, we need our home to 
be within a 1-hour commute. After our exhaustive search 
we’ve determined that Moyaone Reserve is the perfect 
location in the area that meets our needs.

At present, we are looking to rent and we hope to 
purchase a home in the Reserve within a few years’ time. 
A preferable housing situation would be a rent-to-own 
agreement. Another possibility is a work-exchange/trade 
for significantly reduced rent as one of us may be able to 
offer services as a spiritual counselor, empath & confidante 
to particular individuals.

We are looking for a March 1, 2018 or sooner move-in, 
on a 1- or 2-year lease term with the likelihood of renewing. 
We both pass background checks (no criminal history) and 
can provide a rental reference from our present landlord.

We can be reached at 240-636-4610 or hanna_smith33@
outlook.com

A big and long overdue THANK YOU goes to all the generous 
volunteers (Moyaone and non-Moyaone) who have come out this 
calendar year to help eliminate unsightly trash, left behind by 
park visitors, from our roadways. In 2017 alone, volunteers have 
collected more than 2000 items of trash in an effort to ensure our 
community remains clean, safe, and “in harmony with nature.”
(top) Volunteers included, from left to right—Back row: Sanna 
family members, Dave Cremer, Dan Wickman, Anthony Wise, Rev. 
Brian Vander Wel. Middle row: Hans Haucke, Lee, Betty Mitchell, 
Mary Lee Phelps, and Rhonda Hanson. Front row: Sara Lilly 
and Jeanie Ciskowski. Photo taken by Hannah Seligmann of the 
Alice Ferguson Foundation. (below) Mary Lee Phelps and Jeanie 
Ciskowski tie up bags of trash.

Firewood for sale
Hardwood ash—split, seasoned, dry, and ready to 

burn. $175.00 per cord, or $90.00 per half-cord, includes 
delivery to Accokeek and immediate surrounding areas 
only. Stacking for an additional fee. Stump grinding 
and brush chipping services also available. Contact Lee 
Puterbaugh at 301 752-4621 or leehp4@gmail.com

The flat grave marker for George Garner has been placed in the cemetery 
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Piscataway. George passed away 
on July 16, 2017. A celebration of George’s life is planned for April 
14, 2018, at the Moyaone Commons, 2311 Bryan Point Road. Details 
forthcoming. Photo: Kent L. Hibben. 
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Volunteers from the Moyaone community turned out on 
Saturday, Oct. 7 to cover the pool in preparation for winter. 
Photos: Paola Addamiano-Carts and Kent L. Hibben.


