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Dominion Tells Its Own Story

Connect the dots 
for yourself . . . .

Dominion’s description of Eastern Market Access and 
Frequently Asked Questions about the proposed Charles 
Compressor Station can be viewed at: 
https://www.dominionenergy.com/about-us/news-
center/natural-gas-projects-and-initiatives/eastern-market-
access-project





Eastern Market Access: Eleven Frequently Asked Questions

published by Dominion and available as a PDF file online

NOTE: For the purposes of this presentation, blue highlights have been added to each 

of the eleven FAQS to correspond with the “Connect the dot” comments that follow.

1. What is the overall goal of this project?
Dominion is proposing the Eastern Market Access (EMA) project to help meet increasing 
demand for natural gas for two local customers: Washington Gas, a local gas utility 
serving metro D.C., Virginia and Maryland; and Mattawoman Energy, LLC 
(Mattawoman), for its new Mattawoman Energy Center, an electric power-generation 
facility being built in Maryland. To reduce carbon emissions and meet the requirements 
of the Clean Power Plan, many utilities are turning to abundant and affordable natural 
gas. As utilities and industries are using more natural gas to meet their energy needs, 
additional infrastructure is needed to meet the demand.

Connect the dot: On 4/26/17 Mattawoman Energy representatives presented to the 
Greater Accokeek Civic Association (GACA) and (1) did not know about the proposed 
Charles Compressor station, (2) expected the plant’s natural gas source to be Dominion’s 
Waldorf facility, and (3) planned to sell power they generate to PJM Interconnection, a 
regional transmission organization (RTO) which according to its own website coordinates 
“wholesale electricity in all or parts of Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, West 
Virginia, and D.C.”   No guarantee to meet local demand is made.



2. What is the permitting process for this project? 

Dominion plans to file an application with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) in Fall2016. If approved, the FERC will issue a 
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Eastern Market 
Access Project in accordance with Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. 
Dominion is using FERC’s traditional filing process. FERC will conduct a 
complete review of the project in compliance with the Natural Gas Act and 
the National Environmental Policy Act. The FERC process includes 
consulting with stakeholders, identifying issues through scoping, and 
preparing environmental documents. Additionally, Dominion will work with 
federal, state, and local agencies. A complete list of the anticipated permits 
associated with this project is available on our website at 
Dom.com/easternmarket. 

Connect this dot:  The “complete review” is done by Dominion chosen (and paid) 
“experts” who often are not objective (e.g., no wetlands are at risk on the 14 acres of 
the Proposed Charles Station even though the entire area is a designated wetland). 
Independent reviewers are not allowed on the Dominion-owned site to further 
evaluate. WELL OILED MACHINE:  As Gray Maxwell, staffer for Senator Ben 
Cardin, observed, the natural gas industry runs the review processes like an auto 
assembly plant line.  They know how to get things done, no question about that.



3. Will this project lead to additional pipeline construction in the area 
in the future? 

Dominion has no current plans to expand the footprint of this 
project and the project will be constructed and operated on land 
owned by Dominion, or within Dominion’s existing right-of- way 
easements. However, projects are initiated by market activity and 
increases in customer demand. If future demands for natural gas 
exceed the system’s current capacity, we would be required to go 
through the same FERC permitting process, including public 
comment, for any new facilities. 

Connect these dots: EXPECT additional work because more is always 
needed and has historically been granted.  Why would this promise be 
taken seriously when so many have been broken in the past?  FERC’S 
permitting process is basically a rubber stamp review: projects are routinely 
approved, never denied.  Consider what occurred in Myersville, MD when 
all the local forces opposed the proposed compressor station including the 
town mayor, approval for the compressor station was not given but FERC 
approved an even larger facility than originally requested.



4. What economic benefits will the project generate? 

Expanding access to natural gas will provide lasting economic benefits for the 
region. Affordable electricity and access to natural gas are two of the most 
critical ingredients for economic development. The EMA project will help 
ensure both. During construction, the project will provide short-term jobs for 
many local workers, and use materials from local vendors. Once in operation, 
this project will provide new supplies to Washington Gas, providing 
additional security and reliability. The project also will contribute to the local 
supply of cleaner electricity for residents and businesses across Southern 
Maryland and surrounding areas. In addition, these facilities will generate 
additional annual tax revenue for years to come in the counties where they are 
located. 

Connect the dots: Historically, short-term jobs are contracted with outsiders 
with special skills.  One permanent job is expected to be needed to staff the 
station once completed according to Dominion. Guarantee of local 
distribution has not been demonstrated:  Mattawoman Energy does not 
acknowledge it will receive gas from the proposed Charles Station; and the 
proposed Panda Mattawoman Energy power plant projected to be built in 
Brandywine is on hold, not permitted, and awaiting an “environmental 
justice” lawsuit.



5. Who benefits from the project? Electric and gas customers across the northern Virginia 
and southern Maryland regions will benefit from reliable energy and cleaner air. 

6. Will any of the additional gas as a result of this project be supplied to Cove Point for 
export? No; the purpose of this project is to meet the growing domestic demand for 
natural gas needed to generate heat and power for local industrial, commercial, and 
residential energy customers. This project is not for export. 

7. If Dominion was not exporting LNG from Cove Point, would additional compression 
still be necessary? Yes, additional compression would still need to be installed along the 
pipeline to meet demand from local distribution customers and new electric power 
generation. 

8. What is a compressor station and what purpose does it serve? The proposed 
compressor station would increase the amount of gas that can be transported through the 
line to reliably meet the growing needs of local customers. A compressor station serves 
the same purpose in moving gas as a pump does in moving liquids. 

Connect these dots: RELIABLE LOCAL ENERGY has not demonstrated as a result of 
the proposed compressor station. CLEANER AIR:  Compressor Stations have been shown 
to be major sources of air pollution as later slides will illustrate. NOT FOR EXPORT?:  
Check out the Eastern Market Access map Dominion has provided.  FAQ #8 is 
ABSOLUTELY CORRECT except that Dominion has not demonstrated the proposed 
compressor will “reliably meet the growing needs of local customers.”



9. Is it safe to live near a compressor station or pipeline? 

Yes; safety is our highest priority and No. 1 core value – in the workplace and in the 
community. Our first and fundamental goal is to send every employee home safe and sound, 
every day. From construction through operations, safety will be the top priority of the Eastern 
Market Access Project. Dominion employs highly trained staff with years of experience to 
operate our pipeline system in accordance with federal, state and local government 
regulations. The Eastern Market Access Project would be monitored 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, using sophisticated computer and telecommunications equipment at 
Dominion’s Gas Control Center. Operators also would employ a number of safety measures, 
including: 

• Computer-assisted control centers capable of detecting and interpreting pressure 
or flow changes in pipeline 

• Remote-controlled shutoff valves 

• Regular aerial and foot patrols 

• Periodic internal inspections using “smart pigs,” high-tech instruments that 
travel through the line collecting millions of data points about the pipeline’s 
condition 

Connect these dots:  SAFETY always being #1 has not been demonstrated as the slides that 
follow illustrate. Dominion has indicated one full-time (8 hour per day, 5 days per week) 
employee will be on site.  The rural setting of the proposed Charles Station does not lend 
itself to off-site monitoring.  Accidents do happen.  Lack of accessibility to water in the case of 
a fire and slow response times are serious factors for first responders regardless of how well 
trained they may be.



Dots are being connected nationwide

The slides that follow appear in “Health Impacts of 
Gas Infrastructure: Compressor Stations” by Larysa 
Dyrszka, MD, as part of work completed by Physicians 
for Social Responsibility. A wealth of information and 
documented additional evidence is available there: 
http://tristatesunite.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/05/20160524-
508431477974.pdf 

Further information is also available on the AMP 
Creeks’ website:  www.ampcreeks.org

http://www.ampcreeks.org


10. Are local fire companies and EMS trained to deal with an emergency relating to the 
compressor stations? 

Yes, Dominion works closely with local emergency responders to ensure they have all the 
resources and information they need to assist in any emergency situation involving the 
compressor stations or pipeline, should one occur. This is part of Dominion’s Public 
Awareness process and is also a federal requirement. Dominion would meet with local 
responders no less than annually to review the Pipeline Emergency Response Plan and: 

Identify responsibility and resources of government organizations who may respond to a 
pipeline emergency 

Acquaint officials with the operators’ abilities in responding to a pipeline emergency 
(Emergency Response plans available on request) 

Identify types of pipeline emergencies for which the operators may be notifying 
emergency officials 

Describe how operators and officials can engage in mutual assistance to minimize 
hazards to life or property 

Connect these dots: LOCAL VOLUNTEERS ARE GREAT, but even with all the training in the 
world are not staffed to take care of the hazards of a compressor station.  Providing water to 
adequately fight a fire, even a residential fire, is problematic in this rural area. Both Bryans Road and 
Accokeek Volunteers stations, the two nearest resources,  are both several few miles away.



11. What can be expected as far as diminished land values 
surrounding the Charles Station as a result of construction of 
the compressor station? 

No significant decrease in property values would be 
anticipated, particularly due to Dominion’s plans for visual 
buffer and noise mitigation measures that will be 
implemented at the station. These measures will ensure 
that the compressor station does not significantly affect 
residents within the vicinity of the station. 

Connect this dot by answering these questions: Who in this 
audience would purposely choose to live or work or make an 
investment in real estate near a compressor station if other 
options were available?  Please raise your hand, and we can talk 
about buying some bridges too. 


