
1Smoke Signals October 2015

President’s Note
Jon Rietmulder 

moyaonepresident@gmail.com

Thanks to all the folks who 
have registered complaints with 
the Metropolitan Washington 
Airports Authority (MWAA) 
about the excessive aircraft noise 
many of us have been experienc-
ing lately. Over 60 complaints 
were recorded in September, 
compared to less than 10 over 
the previous three years. While 
these complaints won’t by themselves change anything, they are 
nonetheless important. They are an official record that shows 
how many people are being disturbed. MWAA reports on these 
complaints and as we attempt to get elected officials involved they 
will be looking at these complaint reports.

MWAA continues to say that nothing has changed. We know 
the noise is more constant and louder than ever. We know aircraft 
we used to see to the west, over the river, are now flying over the 
Moyaone. I’m currently in the process of reaching out to other 
local civic organizations whose members are likely effected by 
the increased noise. I spoke at a recent GACA meeting and have 
spoken with the Calvert Manor Civic Association leadership. I 
would like to get as many groups as possible to jointly sign letters 
to our congressman, senators and county officials.

In the meantime, it is important to continue to register your 
noise complaints. You can complain online at https://complaints.
bksv.com/dca or you can call 703-417-1204.

On a more positive note, big thanks to the energetic people 
who continue to make this community a joy to live in. Thanks 
to John Hollyfield and all of the people who helped construct the 
new cook shack. It’s a wonderful addition to our ever improving 
facilities. Thanks to Mary Lee Phelps and the long list of volun-
teers who made the Parisian Lights fundraiser such a big success. 
It was great to see so many of you there enjoying the wonderful 
food, wine, and music.

The completed cook shack has a roof with the same graceful lines as 
the picnic pavilion, and sports a bell under its peak. The cook shack is 
available for cooking and grilling. Designer John Hollyfield says he is 
fabricating some doors for the smoker to enable it to become a pizza 
oven also: “My goal is to be able to cook four 12-inch pizzas within 5 
minutes. Once we accomplish that feat we can have a pizza party bash 
down at the commons. So, stand by with your pepperoni and pizza dough.” 

Many thanks to John Hollyfield, Dave Cremer, Chris Aills, and all others 
who helped with the project, including donations.

VOLUME LV October 2015 NO. 10



2 Smoke Signals October 2015

“Evening in Paris” Fundraiser  
a Sparkling Success

On September 26 the Eiffel Tower, built by David Cremer, ap-
peared in the Moyaone’s Wagner Community Center and was the 
focal piece for an elegant and fun evening. Guests were greeted 
with the beautiful music of the string duet Emily Barnes and Greg 
Pinney, who are always willing to volunteer their time and talent. 
In addition, we were treated to French wine, delicious food and a 
delightfully decorated community center including the bathroom 
(beautifully decorated by Nancy Weiman.)

Special thanks to the committee; Maria Femia and her serving 
staff, Mary Lee Phelps (chair), David Cremer, Rhonda Hanson, 
Sara Lilly, John and Betty Mitchell, Harold Phelps, William 
Robertson, Anne Stokes, and Nancy Weiman, for a fun evening 
and for raising over $1,500 for improvements to the pool and the 
community building. 

(above) The Eiffel Tower, built by David Cremer. (at right, top to bottom) 
Musicians Emily Barnes and Greg Pinney serenade the guests; Brenda 
Wright, Maria Femia, and Carol Burbank; a poster of Notre Dame 
provided an appropriate backdrop for the dessert table; some of the food 
prepared by Maria Femia for the occasion. Photos: Rhonda Hanson 
and Ruth Gaumond.
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3rd Annual Moyaone Thanksgiving  Day 5K Turkey Trot 
November 26, 2015 

8:30 a.m. (sharp) 
Meet at the Wagner Center 

Walk or run with your friends, guests, neighbors, dogs 
Join us for a cup of apple cider before heading home! 

!
!
!

Runners set off from the Wagner Community Center on last year’s 
Turkey Trot. Walkers and dogs followed.

Hard Bargain Players Present  
The Mystery Plays in October

Theater in the Woods. Written by Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa. 
Directed by April Dawn Weimer. Performances: Oct. 9, 10, 16, 
17, 23 and 24 at 8:00 PM. Tickets for HBP performances are 
$10 for adults; $8 for students, seniors and members of the Alice 
Ferguson Foundation.

The Mystery Plays is two interrelated one acts, loosely based 
on the tradition of the medieval mystery plays. In the first play, 
The Filmmakers’s Mystery, Joe Manning, a director of horror 
films, survives a terrible train wreck—only to be haunted by the 
ghost of Nathan West, one of the passengers who didn’t survive. 
As the police investigate Joe, he investigates Nathan, desperate 
to understand why he survived and what Nathan’s specter could 
possible want. In the second play, Ghost Children, Joe’s attorney 
and friend, Abby Gilly, travels to a small town in rural Oregon to 
make peace with the man who brutally murdered her parents and 
younger sister sixteen years earlier. The man—the murderer—is 
her older brother. Like the original medieval mystery plays, The 
Mystery Plays wrestles with the most profound of human ideas: the 
mysteries of death, the afterlife, religion, faith, and forgiveness—in 
a uniquely American way. hbplayersboxoffice@gmail.com; Hard 
Bargain Amphitheater, 2001 Bryan Point Road, Accokeek.

Friends of the Accokeek Library  
Annual Membership Meeting
Wed., Oct. 21, 7:30 pm
Guest Speaker: Maryland State Senator, District 26, C. Anthony 
Muse. Light refreshments will be served. Meeting Room of the 
Accokeek Branch Library, 15773 Livingston Rd., Accokeek
Annual Book & Bake Sale—Sat., Oct. 24, 10 am—4 pm. 
Delicious homemade goodies and wide selection of books. 
Library Meeting Room
Friends of the Accokeek Library is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organiza-
tion. P.O. Box 655 Accokeek, MD 20607. Join us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofaccokeeklibrary

Send noticeS for Smoke SignalS to:
Ruth Gaumond, 301-292-1189; moyaonenews@gmail.com
Next DEADLINE: Nov. 6 for NOV. issue of Smoke Signals

Moyaone Association Board
President  Jon Rietmulder
  Moyaonepresident@gmail.com
Vice President Greg Pinney
  pinnip1@gmail.com 
Comptroller Eric Hyten
  Moyaonecomptroller@gmail.com 
Secretary Karen Hoagberg
  MoyaoneSecretary@gmail.com 
Member-at-Large John Mitchell
  john@interactionlaw.com
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“Broadway in the Park” at Mount Aventine
Sunday, oct. 11, 3 pm—The Alexandria Singers present 

“Broadway in the Park; a tribute to Rodgers and Hammerstein” 
at Mount Aventine, Chapman State Park. The park will be open 
1–5 pm for manor house tours, trail walks, and autumn crafts and 
refreshments. Donations accepted. 3452 Ferry Pl., Indian Head, 
MD 20640. www.friendsofchapmansp.org; 301-753-6664.

Fergie’s Gardeners Host Oct. 13 Pruning Lecture
tueSday, oct. 13, 7 pm—Gene Sumi, Education Coordinator 

and Expert Horticulturalist from Homestead Gardens, will speak 
about pruning. Alice Ferguson Foundation Farmhouse, 2001 Bryan 
Point Road. Free and open to the public.

Magnificent Moon over the Moyaone
At left is the beautiful harvest moon on September 26, one night before the full crest, as seen from Laurel Drive. The right photo shows the eclipse 

of the moon on September 27, a rare total lunar eclipse of a supermoon. As Marty Carts posted that evening on the NextDoor Neighbor website, 
“I urge you to run outside right now (10:35 at the moment, who knows how long the world will last) and look at the moon!   Pretty awesome!” 
(According to Wikipedia, “A supermoon is the coincidence of a full moon or a new moon with the closest approach the Moon makes to the Earth 
on its elliptical orbit, resulting in the largest apparent size of the lunar disk as seen from Earth. The technical name is the perigee-syzygy of the 
Earth–Moon–Sun system.” Photos: Karen Hoagberg

Fall Fun at National Colonial Farm
fall Hayride farm tourS—SaturdayS, 11 am and 3 pm (weather 
permitting). Free. Visitor Center, 3400 Bryan Point Rd., Accokeek. 
Take a tour around the site on a tractor-pulled hay wagon! See the 
National Colonial Farm, barnyard, and Ecosystem Farm all in one 
visit on this fun, festive hayride. Space is limited to first 20 people; 
rides depart from the Visitor’s Center promptly at 11 am and 3 pm.
modern HomeSteading SerieS: yogurt and cHeeSemaking—
Sunday, oct. 18, noon–3 pm. $15 non-members; $10 members. 
Learn the fundamentals of fermentation to make cheese and yo-
gurt at home. Participants will help make a soft cheese and plain 
yogurt, and receive recipes and a starter packet of cheesemaking 
supplies. Register online: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/modern-
homesteading-yogurt-and-cheesemaking-tickets-17153942905

Photo: National Colonial Farm at Piscataway Park.

Oktoberfest at Alice Ferguson Foundation
Saturday, oct. 10, 1–6 pm—Join Alice Ferguson Foundation 

(AFF) at Hard Bargain Farm for the 33rd annual event. Come and 
enjoy Bavarian dancing, authentic German cuisine, beer, fresh 
apple cider, hayrides, visits with barnyard animals, and much more. 
Tickets are $15; $10 for AFF members; children 7 and under are 
free. For more details: http://fergusonfoundation.org/events/
oktoberfest-3/.


